Whanau News g4\

Term 1 2026

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL, JENNY LAIDLAW

Téena koutou e te Whanau, Bula, Talofa, Mingalaba (e(s)moo']), Goeiedag,

Kia ora wonderful NCA Community. | can’t believe how quickly Term One has flown by! In a
short period of time we have managed to squeeze in many fabulous learning experiences and
a massive fundraising effort for Whaea Noel's. We launched into an amazing school year by
welcoming 29 new students and three new staff members to NCA. | am always so proud of the
way our school community warmly embraces our new families and | am continually amazed by
the way our people go out of their way to ensure that everyone feels blessed, loved and a
valued part of the team!

The whole school swimming sports hit our school events list again, a massive shout out to
Matua Paora who organised this event!! A lot of mahi goes on behind the scenes to make such
events a success. Fun was had by all, our students are clearly developing a love for the water
and challenging themselves. Thank you so much to everyone who came to watch, who
supported, encouraged and cheered loudly as your children participated in this event.
Traditionally swimming is not a strong point for NCA however our swimmers were shining
beacons for Christ as they challenged themselves in the water. We recently sent a small team
off to the Primary Schools regional swim meet, as well as, our Yr 7/8 ‘s competed in their
Interschools swimming event. For the first time since | have been leading NCA two students
were placed 3rd in the finals of their events. Congratulations to Summer and Rubi Bewley!!

God is good! 2026 NCA have been blessed by being fully sponsored through the Life Saving
campaign, a partnership between Stuff Group and Water Safety New Zealand. We will be
participating in a Water Safety programme which begins in Term 2 Wk 518/5 and is held at
Richmond Aquatic Centre. This programme runs for eight days and will greatly support our
students to build up their confidence in the water. Later in the year, Term 4 our students will
also participate in one week of swimming instruction. So for 2026 we get three weeks of water
experiencel!!

It was fantastic to be able to connect with so many of you during our Whanau Fundraiser event
organised by Tommy Winnington and Mrs H. Thank you so much for your generous donations
which are supporting our beloved Whea Noels. | am pleased to be able to report that she has
been well enough to return to Nelson to be with her whanau and she even managed to call
into school last week. Our Special Character Theme this year is ‘Love’ and our NCA community
certainly displays this through your caring and kind attitude towards one another.

It has been marvellous to see so many students engaged in afterschool sports activities.
Throughout the sports sessions our students have played fairly whilst encouraging and
supporting one another, as well as the opposing teams. A huge congratulations to our
Intermediate Volleyball team for winning their Division 1 championship, shout out to Jasmine
Bewley for her expertise in coaching and to all of the team's supporters for encouraging them
to believe that they could be winners!!
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A massive thank you to all of our parents and staff who have coached and managed our teams.
The smiling faces on our tamariki's faces are a reflection of your hard work, so thank you, thank
you for making yourself available to support our students and to ensure that these sports
happen!

Thank you to all of our hard-working teachers who put so much effort into providing engaging,
motivating programmes so that our children have the opportunity to be the person that God
made them to be and to work hard to be the very best that they can be.

Finally to our NCA Community, thank you all for the amazing support and encouragement that
you have shown towards our staff team and towards one another. Have a blessed holiday period,
stay safe over the holiday break and we look forward to a fantastic Term Two!

Blessings
Jenny Laidlaw
If God is for us, who can be against us? Romans 8-31

2 April - End of Term 1 - School Closes 3pm
AN 20 April - Start of Term 2
21 April - Mihi Whakatau - Welcome to new families
27 April - ANZAC Day - School is Closed
4-8 May - Book Week
15 May - NCA Cross Country
| M Pu HTA N T DAT E S . 18 May - 27 May - Water Safety Swimming Classes
1June - King’s Birthday - School is Closed
4-5 June - Student Leaders Conference
17 June - Poetry Finals
18 June - Reports Sent Home
1July - Intermediates Suter & Museum Trip

REMINDERS:

Term 2 requires Winter uniform to be worn!
Beanie orders can be made from NZ Uniforms @ $20 each.

Attendance is Important

Please remember:
Attendance is recorded twice a day, in the morning and after lunch time
Try to book medical and other appointments outside of school hours
If not possible, relevant codes of attendance apply:

o Medical and dentist appointments can be coded for ONLY half a day, not for the
full day. Please bring students back to school or, if they are not well enough, send
another message to us to let us know

o Medical notes from medical practitioners should be provided if your child is
absent for 5 or more days

Holidays taken in school terms, of 3 or more days requires you to fill in a “Short Term
Withdrawal of Students from School” form - contact the office well in advance

School starts at 9am and finishes at 3pm. Try to avoid lateness or early pick-ups as
time learning in the classroom, is very valuable

It is extremely important to sign your child in if late or sign out if leaving the school so
that we know who is on site at any time, for emergency purpose

Please notify the office by 9.15am if your child is absent, for each day that they are
absent




Learning Journey

We can't wait to see you this Thursday from 12:30pm

—2:00pm for our Easter Production, "Walking With

Jesus," followed by our Learning Journey

walkthrough. This is a special time where your child
. will lead you through their classroom to share the

incredible work they've accomplished this term.

Please remember:
Early Sign-outs: If you wish to take your child home
after the Learning Journey, please:
¢ Notify the classroom teacher before leaving.
; . e Sign your child out at the front of the school so
WAz S we can account for everyone's safety.
Bus Students: If your child usually takes the bus but
VITHESS THE STORS. RCFLECT G THE JOURNEY, CELEBRATE TUE RESURRECTION will be leaving with you on Thursday, please notify
ol THURSDAY 2 APRIL 2014 the office so they can be removed from the bus roll
S for the day.
1030 - 2.00PH End of Day: For all students staying at school, the
. day will conclude at the usual time and buses will
12638 Mhale SchoslPraducton 12,50 fndofferm Assembly 1115 Classreem Lo s |- Jepart NCA as scheduled. There are no changes to
the end-of-day routine for the last day of term.

Car Parking: To accommodate everyone, we will be opening the top field for parking. To help
us fit as many vehicles as possible, please:

e Park as closely as possible to the vehicle next to you to maximise space.

¢ Follow the directions of our Car Park Wardens, who will be there to assist you.

e Drive slowly and remain mindful of pedestrians at all times.

NCA Cross Country

End of Term

- 15 Ma

2 : d This year Nelson Christian Academy will be
B - running Cross Country on 15 May with no

-
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. N 1k ol 1Y postponement date.
e 7u:.l%!f.‘or.ﬁ sﬂé There will be a House Tug-of-War and a BBQ
/

WINTER IS ON ITS WAY Fundraiser tool

More details to follow.

kd Nelson Christian Academy will be selling
* Kukri jackets and fleeces at discounted

5 % NB: Sizing star%crsi‘;:ts h13—14 year old. NCA Water Safety Classes
No smaller sizes available.
*.; 18 May - 27 Ma

NCA Book Week NCA has been granted funding to attend 8
4-8 Ma days of water safety at the Richmond Aquatic

Centre.

Notices with more information will be coming

home early next term.

Please look out for book week posters on
Hero letting you know about all the exciting
activites happening in Term 2 Week 3. We are
sure to see some interesting costumes and
photos again! Page 3




. Special Ch ter Caf
NCA HAPPENINGS: T arch

Families were invited to join Nelson Chritian Academy staff and student leaders for our
Community Café Evening on Tuesday, 17 March at Whakatu Presbyterian Church in
Richmond.

It was a relaxed evening where we shared more about the heart of Christian education at NCA.
Student leaders shared on their reflections:

How their Christian character has grown and developed since joining NCA

What has helped them most in connecting with their faith and the love of God

The spiritual challenges they navigate within a Christian school environment and beyond
Whether they feel inspired, equipped, and nurtured in the knowledge and wisdom of our
Lord Jesus Christ and how that shapes the way they engage with the world around them

Together we heard from our NCA Evaluator, Carl Becker and learnt more about the vision for
Christian education at NCA and beyond.

Brook Waimarama Sanctuary
- 18 & 25 March

= %

The Middle Team took students to the Brook Waimarama Sanctuary where they saw a variety of
plants, birds, a gecko and even a tuatara! Hopefully many parents were able to attend the free
open day this past weekend.
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Spikers Volleyball

A huge congratulations to our NCA 'Nacho Average' Year 7-8 Intermediate Volleyball Team —
they didn't just make the Finals, they won them!
In a thrilling three-set match against NIS Jets, our team showed incredible heart and composure:
Set : NCA25-16 NIS  Set 2: NCA 20 - 25 NIS Set 3: NCA 22 -16 NIS
Champions!
Team Members: Abisak, Aliyah-Jade, Emily, Jacob, Max, Rubi, Summer & Van Ni

A word from Coach Jasmine Bewley: "I had so much belief in this team — always. Never
doubted them once. And to everyone who came and supported us, it meant the world. Thank
you!"
The trophy will be on display in the main admin office — come take a look!
To every supporter who has shown up from day one, and those who came out on the night — we
see you, and we appreciate you!

Jesus Club
26 March

Nelson Christian Academy was privileged to host nine visitors from Radiant Church (Michigan, USA)
and the Catalyst Movement. The group—comprising seven leaders from the Radiant School of
Ministry and two from Catalyst—traveled across the globe to encourage and inspire our students here
in New Zealand.

It was wonderful to see such a large turnout for "Jesus Club," where students had the opportunity to
meet the team, hear their testimonies, and engage in meaningful conversations about faith. We
would like to extend a huge thank you to Danece from our NCA community for organising this
incredible opportunity for our students.

Click HERE to learn more about the Catalyst Movement.

Strike Percussion Visit -

Students and teachers alike thoroughly enjoyed this vibrant percussion performance. With highly
talented artists bringing in drums, violin and other instruments, as well as some teachers showing off
their skills, it was an event to be remembered.
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