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Melson Christian Academy
Term 3 2026

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL, JENNY LAIDLAW

Tena koutou e te Whanau, Bula, Talofa, Mingalaba (efumoo’]), Goeiedag,

Kia ora wonderful NCA Community! What an incredible Term 3 it has been! Our students have been
deeply exploring God's love through the lens of Science, observing His creation and discovering how
His love is communicated through the wonderful world around us. This was on full display at our NCA
Learning Journey! We are blessed with such a diverse range of talents and gifts within all our students
and have enjoyed seeing these grow and be used to bless others. A big thank you to Mrs M, Mrs Parker,
and Mrs H for running NCA's Got Talent! We can't wait to see who the finalists are and watch their
performances at our NCA Learning Journey.

One of our big highlights this term, the NCA Speech Competition! Students right across the kura had
the opportunity to present their speeches in their classrooms, with the finalists earning a spot in the
NCA Speech Finals. It has been so encouraging to see the growth in public speaking across our school.
Our students truly modelled our Whanau Value of Resilience as they challenged themselves to step out
of their comfort zones. They represented Nelson Christian Academy exceptionally well, including at the
interschool speech competition where Kara placed 3rd in the Year 6 age group! Seeing our students
represent both our school and their faith on a larger stage was a remarkably proud moment for us all.
A massive shout out to Whaea Hilary, who supported the speech finals behind the scenes! Also, thank
you so much to our incredible teachers, who put so much effort into encouraging their students
through the process, providing valuable opportunities for them to gain confidence standing in front of
their classes. We also loved seeing our value of Seeking Truth in action as students researched
evidence to support their persuasive arguments and shared their newfound knowledge! Thank you to
all of you who listened to and learned your children’s speeches at home, as you would have heard the
speech on repeat, and for supporting and encouraging them.

Another key highlight was our Year 4 to 8 students participating in the EPro8 Technology Challenge,
using engineering and teamwork to solve complex briefs. A huge thank you to Mrs M, who supported
and ran these internal events! From these challenges, individuals were selected to represent NCA in the
EPro8 Interschool Competition against schools from across the Top of the South Island. They
represented us exceptionally well, and we especially want to celebrate our Year 5 and 6 team who
made it all the way to the Interschool Final! God is good!

On the sports field, over 30 of our Year 7 and 8 students represented NCA at the Winter Sports
Tournament in Football, Netball, and Volleyball, competing against other Top of the South
intermediate teams. | was so proud to observe the sportsmanship, resilience, and character of each
student as they acted as shining beacons for Christ both on and off the field.

Additionally, it was an honour to welcome Ingrid from Life Education, who supported our staff in
delivering our Health Programme this term. Our Junior School focused on understanding feelings and
emotions, exploring what they are, how they impact daily interactions and choices, and how to
effectively regulate them. In the Middle School, Rooms 4 and 5 discussed what it means to be a good
friend and how to build positive relationships, touching on concepts such as citizenship, conflict
resolution, peer pressure, and self-worth, while Rooms 6 and 8 learned about the physical benefits of
exercise, anatomy, basic care, nutrition, and stress management. Our Senior students explored online
safety, friendship qualities, healthy food choices, and the benefits of physical activity, while the
Intermediate students learned about the changes that occur during puberty. Our students always love
to have Harold the giraffe back in our school!

Mrs H, thank you for bringing maths alive as we got to celebrate Maths Week! We loved seeing dress-
up day where teachers and students dressed up as maths; there was literally maths all around us!
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It was great to see all our mathematicians making estimates to do with weight, estimating the weight of
Mrs Laidlaw's, Mr Winnington's, and Mrs H's luggage. Not only were our students maths geniuses, they
showed their ability to be powerlifters too! Thank you again to everyone who contributes to making
learning fun at NCA!

Unfortunately, | was unable to be there, but | heard all about our NCA Disco! What a wonderful
opportunity to gather as a commmunity. The event was a huge success, raising close to $4,000 towards the
side walls ("eyelids") for our outdoor canopy. This addition will help weatherproof the space so we can get
together in any weather. Thank you for turning up, wearing your "whites and brights", dancing, eating,
and connecting as a whanau. A big thank you to our parent volunteer army that baked, sourced
donations, helped set up, and volunteered on the night to make it all possible. Thank you, Mr Winnington,
and all the volunteers seen and unseen for your support. A special acknowledgement to our local
businesses supporting Nelson Christian Academy: Night & Day Dairy in Stoke, Emmma and Alastair from
Shone & Shirley, New World Stoke, James Burke from Proper Crisps, and Motueka Nets Nelson for their
generous support!

To our incredible NCA Whanau, thank you for your continued support, for entrusting us with your
children, and for being your children's cheerleaders as they continue to grow spiritually, academically,
emotionally, physically, and mentally. May God continue to bless you with wisdom as you raise such
incredible children. May this term break be filled with opportunities to connect with each other in new
ways!

Have a blessed term break as you get to spend time with your children, stay safe over the break, and we
look forward to a fantastic Term Four!

Blessings

Jenny Laidlaw

“The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD make His face shine upon you, And be gracious to
you; The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, And give you peace.” — Numbers 6:24-26 SO

IMPORTANT DATES:

Nc A NOTICES. 23 September - Sports Sign-ups Due

. 24 September - Learning Journey & NCA'’s Got
Talent Finals
24 September - Last Day of Structured Learning -
School Closes at 3pm - Buses will run
25 September - Teacher Only Day - School is
e Bus Schedules Closed
As sports will k?e starting for Term 4, please 12 October - First Day Back Term 4
AN OMAAA il - - October &.20 October - Photo Days

- 26 October - Labour Day - School is Closed

e« Camp Contributions )
Year 5-6 and 7-8 camps are coming up at the 27 - 29 October - Intermediates Camp - Bethany

End of Term

end of October and November, respectively. If Park

you would like to start paying installments/full 16 November - Athletics Sports Day

costs for these, please make payment to the 17 - 18 November - Bike Safety Programme Y5-6

school account 12-3158-0199009-00; or by eftpos 20 November - NISSA Athletics

or cash at the school office. 24 November - Junior Team - Tahunanui Trains
* Facebook 25 - 27 November - Seniors Camp - Bridge Valley

A note for families signing up to the schools

Facebook page: Please answer the sign-u .
. Pag . . gn-up 27 November - Year 8 Graduation
guestions fully so that we can identify you as a

parent of a student at our school. Only parent 4 December - Prize-Giving
sign-ups will be accepted. 11 December - Last Day - School Closes 12.30pm -

Buses will run

TERM 4 IS HAT TERM

26 November - Quinney’s Bush Trip
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc6HLp0PPq6tROqSuH3GTdQOxZ-V7BKGxXA0qWIhTm9mVVoEw/viewform?usp=publish-editor

Sport Term 4 We wish Tehillah all the
best as she competes in

the National Cross Country

« Areminder that sports registrations should have. championship on 24
been completed by filling in the correct Google September!
form which was found in the Update: Sports Letter
Term 4 post [27" August on Hero]

e The school can still take registrations for the
following - links can be found here:

MINI FOOTBALL NCA
MINI FOOTBALL (All girls team), UNIFORM
VOLLEYBALL - NKV LEAGUE S AlE - nucebiscountson
VOLLEYBALL - INTERMEDIATES SUPER LEAGUE KUKRI BRAND ITEMS

« Students will begin athletics rotations in Term 4 in 12-16 OCTOBER 2C
preparation for Sports Day on 16 November.

2nd-Hand Uniform Sale

—
The office will be running a 2" hand uniform sale each
afternoon in Week 1 of Term 4. There are also Kukri
items including larger sizes (from around 13-14) for sale
from the office.

School Photos 19-20 October

School photos will be taken in Week 2 of Term 4. You may have already seen an email request from PhotolLife
for sibling photo sign-ups (due 12 October). Please send your child to school in neat, correct school uniform
with only the allowed hair accessories. Further information will follow.

We look forward to updating their profiles in Hero with their new photos soon!

Bike Safety Programme

We have a Fully-Funded, Bigfoot Adventures, Bike Safety Programme, coming up in Week 6 of Term 4!!

Who: Year 5-6 students

When: Bike Safety training on Tuesday 17 and Wednesday 18 November 2026

Where: On our school grounds.

Bikes: Bigfoot Adventures can only guarantee 10 council bikes, and we need 29 bikes total on site. We have 9
Mountain bikes (with helmets), we have 9 smaller bikes that may suit smaller yr 5 students (with helmets).

However, we are asking you to please let us know if your child has their own suitable bike and helmet. 16
helmets are available from Bigfoot, but still if you have one you will need to bring your own.

This will be a 2-Day session which means either bikes are kept locked up here if we have the space or students
can bike in and home at the end of each day. (All bikes will be safety checked prior to use)

Clothing requirements (non-negotiable): sensible clothing, a rain jacket, and closed-toe shoes — students
without closed-toe shoes will not be allowed to ride.

Permission: Our Student Register requires confirmed permission for each child before their first session, so a
physical copy will be issued to your child tomorrow (see attached). This consent/permission slip must be
returned ASAP to their teacher or the office.

Weather/outdoor note: The programme runs outdoors, so the shoes/rain jacket point matters even if it's wet.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSclVuCIOuZVl3XEsbu9w3uVxTP42NPxWHTyd09-t1COk2aW9Q/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSclVuCIOuZVl3XEsbu9w3uVxTP42NPxWHTyd09-t1COk2aW9Q/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSclVuCIOuZVl3XEsbu9w3uVxTP42NPxWHTyd09-t1COk2aW9Q/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfXPs0vHudZDOfsMbgG5wmr0dftFiQqsoIBlBJWcK_ZsG0V8w/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeak5qelCX9Ep9F6T2ZOMiw3yfwFEEWIxGHweq3t6r38MUUQg/viewform?usp=header

N e
Enrolments 2027 r You're 'ﬂvrted!

Spaces for 2027 have been allocated. Should any Intermediate students and their families
families need to notify us of siblings beginning are invited to join NCA staff for a pre visit of
next year, please do so as soon as possible. Also,

L] . L4
should your situation change in Term 4 resulting in Kalteflteﬂ B“Ch

your child/ren not going to return in 2027, please and

let us know so that waiting list students can
perhaps be placed. Betha“g Pﬂl’k camp gro"nd
da Saturday 17th October b i 2
NCA HAPPENINGS: -
l

b . 9 Meet outside the main stnre

(On the spot store)
at the entrance to the main
Kaiteriteri campground.

Sport Term 3

NCA had the Giants visit the school, to the delight of ' We wm.wa"f slong the he“hrru."t LA

. I safe swimming area. Then we will walk or
our budding basketball players. i drive along Martin Farm Road to Bethany Park
With after-school netball teams practicing at lunch i Campground to look at the facilities.
times and much prep time going in to the Winter foid

st ; : g~ This is in preparation for the

Togmament on 21* August, the intermediates were s Intermediates EOTC/School camp
quite busy. Thank you to every student that e in Week 3 of Term 4.

participated as well as staff members and parents that
volunteered their time. Please return any outstanding
gear or clothing to the school if you still have it.

NCA Choir Shines at The Kids Sing

This term, our NCA Choir had the wonderful opportunity to take part in the NZ Choral Federation's event 'The
Kids Sing', at the Nelson Centre for Musical Arts. Our tamariki shone brightly as representatives of NCA and our
Christian school community in their performances of a Gospel Medley and Happy by Pharrell Williams. They
demonstrated our school values by showing honour, integrity and resilience throughout the day — sitting
beautifully on stage while waiting for their turn, celebrating the efforts of other schools, and giving their best
during their own performance. Mrs Parker and Whaea Cat were incredibly proud of the way our students
learned their songs, remembered the many instructions for rhythm, timing and actions, and performed with
such confidence and enthusiasm. We received excellent feedback from the adjudicator, Rosemary Galton. It
was also a special experience to watch other schools perform and then come together to sing two wonderful
massed choir items written by local songwriters Kath Bee and John Phillips.

Our sincere thanks go to all the whanau who supported our akonga by practising with them at home, and to
those who came along to cheer them on from the audience at the evening Gala Concert. Seeing the delight
and excitement on the faces of our tamariki as they performed was truly wonderful. What a special experience
for our NCA Choir!
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Library & Suter Art

Lions Interschool

Gallery Trlp 9 September

Senior Classes Visit the Children's Library and Suter
Art Gallery

Rooms 9 and 10 were fortunate to have an excursion
to visit the Elma Turner Library and the Suter Art
Gallery earlier this month. Hannah the librarian,
kindly gave us a tour of the Children's Library and
showed us the variety of resources available for
borrowing. VOX books (books that can read the
story to you) proved to be popular, as did the
graphic novels and books written in other
languages. Did you know there are also games
available for borrowing? Many students were able to
get their own library card so they can return with
their families and keep borrowing.

At the Suter Art Gallery, Esther the Art Educator
explained the significance of the turtles etched into
the entrance to the Art Gallery that were the same
as those carved on the 700 year old Anaweka Waka
discovered in Golden Bay in 2012. After looking at
the ceramics exhibition (with great care), Esther
then guided the students and our fabulous parent
helpers in making their own turtle with clay.

What a great way to learn and experience local
history and culture!

COMMUNITY EVENTS:

Speech Contest

Lions Interschool Speech Contest for Year 5 and 6

Throughout the school our students have worked
hard this term to write an interesting speech and
present it to an audience. After making it to the
Senior NCA Finals, Lucy Scholl dos Santos R.10 and
Kara Kinyua R.12 were selected to represent NCA at
the Waimea Cluster Interschool Speech
Competition on 16th September at Waimea College.

Lucy with her speech giving practical advice about
how to deal with worries and Kara with her speech
about the prevalence and harm caused by
microplastics, both gave excellent performances.
They delivered their compelling speeches with
calm confidence and both managed to share
important messages from the bible as part of their
speech. The calibre of all the speeches was very
high and we congratulate Kara on being awarded
third equal place in the competition.

Both Kara and Lucy showed honour in the way they
represented NCA and their families, and
tremendous resilience in rewriting parts of their
speech to fit within the competition guidelines.

LOOD EMERGENCY

:
FLASH T SuPPORT

On 23 September our amazing school community
raised $597 for the Nepal Flash Flood Emergency

s,

...
{ \maf(o Family Fun Day

ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁfw THE

Your Voice | Your Vote

Come along for family fun & games
Learn more about voting i New Zesland and the
upcoming election.
Saturday 26 September
RUGEY DRILLS & SKILLS * MEET THE MAKQ * FREE SAUSAGE SIZZLE =

MONDAY 28™ SEPTEMBER
Victory Square 1:00PM-3:00PM

TUESDAY 29™ SEPTEMBER

Marsden Recreation Reserve,2:30PM-
Stoke (behind the Turf Hotel) 4:30PM

THURSDAY 1°" OCTOBER

n
b Sundial Square, 2.30PM- é Seusage Szzle
 ____Rich

mond 4:00PM o o

Victory Commiunity Centre, Totara St

£, E Free bouncy castle

e o .
2 Free face painting and games

For more info - email. info@mutisuturaint.conz
et phone: 021 3RS 1150

Te Whatu Cra

Brought e you by Mttiaubuural Hetson Tasmas,
[N

Err—

Support to go to Tearfund. Thank you to all!

e

Nelson Tazman

SPRING

{ BALI
SATURDAY 10 OCTORER 2026 | 5.30PM .
THE RUTHERFORD HOTEL NELSON. X
"N After School Kids Club

pch -_._m.._q.m‘ ey :
=
o,
\ - —

Cancer Sotiety

‘I'HE I?ODFER GROUS

The Suter Kids" Cluby i back for Term Four, with weekly
after-schoal art classes for tamarniki aged 6-15, Inspired
by current exhibitions at The Suter, students will
explore different materials and technigues while
bullding craativity, confidence and seif-expression in a
fun, and Supportve environment

- .

Term Four enrolments are now open
vla thesuter.org.nziclasses
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